LIVING SUSTAINABLY

Earth Day
April 22, 2021
Restore Our Earth

Earth Day reminds us all to take care of our planet whether that includes
participating in beach cleanups, planting trees, reducing and repurposing, or
pledging to use less plastic.

This year's Earth Day theme is “Restore Our Earth,” which is based on the
concept of looking at natural system processes and emerging green
technologies to restore the Earth's ecosystems and forests, improve farming
practices, conserve and rebuild soil, restore wildlife populations, and rid the
world's ocean of plastics.

Restoration is imperative to fighting climate change and it is up to all of us to
make the Earth a safer, healthier, and more equitable place to live.
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Beginning July 1, restaurants, grocery stores, and other
food providers in the City of Ventura will be prohibited from
using food and drink containers made of expanded
polystyrene, commonly known by the trademarked name
Styrofoam.

The Ventura City Council unanimously approved the ban in
November 2020 on grounds that expanded polystyrene
products, frequently used for take-out orders and diners'
leftovers, are a prevalent form of litter found in storm drains, creeks, rivers, beaches, parks,
and open spaces.

Ventura joined more than 130 other cities and counties in California, including Ojai and
Thousand Oaks, to prohibit expanded polystyrene products to some degree.

To learn more, click here.
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Protect Your Power is an innovative new program
between homeowner, their utility, and Swell Energy. It
pairs energy storage, solar panels, and battery
management software to benefit the electrical grid and
power your home, even during power shutoffs.

Click here for more information.

Clean Power Alliance
Power Share Program

Clean Power Alliance (CPA) has launched a new Power Share program, which provides
100% clean energy and a 20% discount to eligible customers located in disadvantaged
communities throughout their service areas. CPA will enroll nearly 6,500 participants on
a first-come, first-served basis. Visit this link to learn more.

History of Earth Day

On January 28, 1969, fifteen months prior to
the first Earth Day, a massive oil spill put the
spotlight on the dangers of pollution. Just six
miles from the picturesque shores of Santa
Barbara, Union QOil's Platform A experienced
a blowout, spilling more than 3 million
gallons of oil across 35 miles. The disaster
gained national headlines and the attention
of President Nixon and other politicians.



In 1969 Senator Gaylord Nelson was
determined to convince the federal
government that the planet was at risk and
began developing the idea of Earth Day.
Nelson was inspired by the anti-Vietham war
‘teach-ins" that were taking place on college
campuses, envisioning a large-scale,
grassroots demonstration to shake things up.

Nelson announced the Earth Day concept at
a conference in the fall of 1969 and the first
Earth Day took place on April 22, 1970. Rallies
were held in Philadelphia, Chicago, Los
Angeles and most other large American
cities. Earth Day continues to be effective at
raising awareness about environmental
issues over the last 50 years. Today more
than 174 countries participate in Earth Day
activities, making it the largest secular civic
event in the world.

Activities and Ideas

Virtual Events



"Film clips provided by Will Hahn Productions and paid for by Central Coast Clean Cities Coalition (C5).
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